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and offers to speak, I beg of you, sister, do you answer Mm, for I will not speak one word to him.
Eld. Sist. (she looks out of the coach again.) He is gone now a great way off.
They soon came to their aunt's house, and went in, the coach standing at the door; after they had been there a quarter of an hour, the gentleman, who knew well enough where they were, came to the house, and sent in their footman to tell the eldest sister he was there, and desired the favour to speak two or three words with her.
The servants led him into the parlour, and the young lady came down to him in a few minutes; he told her, that before he entered into any discourse he must assure her of two things : first,
That his overtaking them upon the road was purely accidental, and without the least design, as she might easily be satisfied by his servants and baggage, for he was just setting out on a journey of above an hundred miles, and should not return under three weeks at least; and secondly, that he had no design in calling in there to move anything to her sister concerning the old affair, but only to have two or three words with her relating to himself. You know, sister, says he, for I must still give you that name of respect, upon what terms your sister and I parted; and as I promised her I would wait on her again, and did not, I have been very uneasy lest she might think I showed her some disrespect, and that I took ill what she said to me; and truly for some time so I did. She answered, coldly, that she believed her sister had not at all been dissatisfied at his not coming again. No, madam, says he, I believe that, by the manner of the dismiss she had given me; but, however, I would not be rude to her, whatever she thought fit to say to me.